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GENTLEMEN, 


| T this Time of extraordinary publick 

| Danger, I chooſe to addreſs you. in. this 
<4. A. extraordinary Manner. For thou 
have the Pleaſure to ſay it (and I heartily 
God that I can ſay it) that I have always found 
you highly attentive to what I ſay to you from 
the Pulpit, and Feds therefore "y N 27 755 
on, per to to you in a — 
ter e T and may be read again, 
if it be home to the Point, will always have the 
22 of what is only ſpoken to you once 

I $9ALL be very plain and artleſs in What I 
have to ſay to you. In a Word then, the Na- 
tion is inv by a deſperate Band of hungry 

Popiſh Vagabonds and Cut-Throats, who have a- 
ready made a very formidable Progrels, and are 
in hopes of compleating our Ruin by the help of 
9 * A 2 ' France 


{ 4] 
France and Spain; from both which, Invaſions 
are daily expected to be made, or at leaſt at- 
tempted, in the Southern Parts of this Realm. 
Upon this Occaſion, all that is valuable to owr- 
ſeldes in this World; and I may add, all that 
is valuable to our Poſterity, both in this and the 
next World too, lies eyidently at Stake. For if 
God does not blaſt their Endeavours, there's an 
end at once of our Religion, Laws, Liberties, 
Eſtates, Trade, and Commerce. Let us con- 
fider well the valuable Bleſſings we now enjoy, and 
compare *em with the Evils we muſt inevitably 
ſuffer, if the Devices of theſe Jacobite Bandittr, 
for the Sins of this Nation, ſhould meet with 


Succels. 


I the-firſt Place then, we are in Poſſeſſion 
of the wiſeſt, beſt contrived, and moſt free We 
'vernment upon Earth. I ſay the moſt free ; for 


our Legiſlature conſiſts principally of Repre- 
ſentatives, choſen by - ourſelves ; a Branch of 


Freedom that, which no other Kingdom, no nor 
eren any Common-Wealth on Earth, (of any 
Note or 2 can boaſt o. 


2. Ix the next haves we orofels'; a Religion 
urged from the Dregs of Po and as near- 
brought to the. Standard of Apoſtolic Purity, 
as the Piety, Wildom and Learning of the great- 
eſt Men' of the Age of the Reformitibi could 
bring it; Men of as extenſive and ſolid Learning 
in Divinity, as the World ever produced; and 
to compleat all, they were Men who ſealed their 
Principles with their Blood, and Joyfully expired 
in PSU Fixes in Anteſtation of. 'em. | 
| | + WI 


re 


rebellious Subjects. 
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g. Wx have this Government adminiſtred, and 
this Church happily defended, by a moſt graci- 
ous Prince, of whole Integrity, Juſtice, and Cbu- 
rage, we have now had many Years Expetience 
nor can the leaſt Infringment of the Laws, nor 
the leaſt Act of Oppreſſion or Tyranny againſt” 
any one Subject be ever laid to his Charge. His 
Enemies, who we ſee can ſay or do almoſt any 
thing, never had the Impudence to atfirm the 
contrary. May he long hve to bleſs this Nation 
with his mild and gracious Government, and to 
triumph over the Baſentſs and Ingratitude of all 


rern 
4. To the Advantages of ſuch a Conſtitution 
in Church and State, /o guarded by 'a Prince 
whoſe Virtues are communicated, we ſee, to his © 
Royal Progeny; to theſe we mult add the Bleſ- 
ſing we enjoy in being poſſeſſed of a Spot of 
Ground, fot Situation, Soil, and Climate, hard- 
ly to be equalled under the Sun. Such of you; 
as have travelled, and compared it wich others 
Abroad, will ſecond this Aſſertion, and eaſihy 
E that ſuch a Piece of Land as 

gland, richly deſerves. a ſturdy Defence, and is 
not to be tamely given up in a Fright. © 
6. 1 forbear to expatiate upon the Bleſſings of 
our extenſive Trade and Commerce, becauſe 
many of you are better able to inſtruct me upon 
that Head. Let me only remind you, that afree 
Proteſtant Government is the only Soil in the | 
World, for Trade and Trafic to flouriſh in, to ; 
any Purpoſe. 4-4 | ; | 
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Sven are the Bleſſings we now enjoy ; but 


let us ſee in what Manner the Scene muſt be 
ſhifted if the King's Enemies gain their Point. 
Why, inſtead of being Freeholders of the fineſt 


Country on Earth, enriched with a univerſal 
Trade and Commerce, and bleſt with the ha 
pieſt Conſtitution in Church and State, under t 
Government of a moſt juſt and gracious Prince; 
we and our Poſterity muſt for ever labour un- 
der an Arbitrary Tyrant, Ve Slaves to Vim in 
the firſt Place, and then, both He and We, all 
tributary Slaves to France. Our Religion muſt 
be given up for Popiſh Superſtition, our Country 
impoveriſh'd, ruined, and plunder'd at Home, 
and bereft of all our Trade and Commerce 
Abroad. 


Fox firſt, *tis evident, that if the Pretender 
comes in, the Pope muſt, and will, bear him 
Company. I have heard it affirmed indeed, (but 
know not how true it is) that the young Man 
who now invades us, pretends to be a Proteſ- 
tant. If ſo, he mult be a Curioſity worth ſee» 
ing, being certainly the firſt Proteſtant that ever 
was born and bred at Rome, fince the primitive 
Days of the Church. But how ſhall we E the 
Truth of this? Why, as Rome was the Scene 
of his Birth and Education, perhaps he*ll pro- 
duce the Pope's infallible Teſtimony, or bring a 
Certificate of his Religion under the Hands of 
thoſe pious Cardinals who equip'd him for this 
ö 52 "Tis well known, that in the late 


Rebellion, the Pretender, his Father, when preſs- 


ed to it, did refule to promiſe his Protection rag 


„ 
the Proteſtant Religion, in caſe he ſhould re- 
cover the Crown. Twas: honeſtly done, I con- 
faſs's but then we may judge What à tender 
nurſing Father of the Church that Man is likely 
to make, whoſe only public Act of Honeſty that 
ſtands upon Record, conſiſts in refuſing to pro- 
tect that Churcix at all. Tis evident 22 
that if either ws or 4 pretended Proteſtant Son 
of bis breeding Bs” thoyld- ever bend ft, Po- 
pery mutt, _ Wl be introduce. 


2. POPERY / can never be introduged into, nor 

5 — maintained, in this learned: and enlighten'd 

Nation, without a moſt bloody — {et 

on foot by an — Power in em. 

3. An Arbitrary Power-in the State can never 
be introduced into, nor at all maintained, in ſo 
free, generous,” and ſenſible a Nui as chis, 

without the Aid: of a e Power. | 


4. Tua Foreign Power can 9 
France; our old, natural, inveterate Enemy, and 
Rival, France. Spain may lend a Hand at — 2 
bur che main Buſineſs muſt be done me 


3. FRANCE — dome keep a Stand- 

ing Army amongtt us, to be paid by 4s, 
I was going to ſay; but I believe they ' d go 
near to ſave us that Trouble by paying them- 
ſelves, and in fuch ai, 1+ work AS * . 
ſelves ſhall think . | 


6. Lr us now ** Majeſty of Scot- 
land, England, and Ir to be poſſeſſed of the 
A 4 Throne, 


181 | 
Throne, and maintained there by France; as ht 
muſt be, if ever he fits on it. Why, the French 
would immediately ſeize upon every Branch of 
our Trade; of that Trade they have ſo long en- 
vied us, and of late Years ſo y rival'd us 
in. Nor would the King of Scotland, England 
and Ireland, be at all able, were he ever ſo will- 
ing, to prevent it. For though he would indeed 
be a King, with a Vengeance, over «s, he would 
yet be nothing more than a Vice-roy to France. 


7. Turm next muſt of courſe be, to 
prevent our building any more ſuch dangerous 
Machines, as Men of War and Merchant-men; 
the former having always been ſo dangerous to 
their Power, and the latter to their Trade. To 
do this effectually, an End muſt ſome how or 
other be put to the whole Race of Shiprerights, 
and all other Artificers concerned in Ship-build- 
ing; either by obliging them to turn their 
Hands to ſom "Ile or by ſending them 
into France, juſt as the Conquerors ſhall 
think fit. So that you'll eaſily ſee, that our 
Town of Deptford, which either directly or in- 
directly depends wholly upon this Buſineſs, muſt 
of courſe be reduced, from a flouriſning Town 
of nine or ten Thouſand Inhabitants, to a 
deſpicable Village of perhaps an hundred Cot- 


8. Jupaz how it will fare with the reſt of 
the Nation, when the Home- Trade, and the very 
Tillage of the Land, comes in a great Meaſure 
to be ruined, by cooping up the moſt uſeful 
Hands of both Sexes in Mongferics and Nu. 


neries. 


[9] 
nerics. When out of this poor Pittance, the 
Prince ſhall have ſatisfied the craving Demands 
of the Pope and the French, and p'd the 
gaping Mouths of his hungry and F riends 
of the North, how much do you think will be 
left for us Engliſhmen to ſubliſt on? | 


GrnTLEMEN, What a Scene of Confuſion, 
Miſery, and Deſolation, do the Attempts of 
theſe Rebels preſent us with, as to our tempo- 
ral Eſtate. As to our ſpiritual Condition, the 
Change will be. infinitely more lamentable, for 
Popery muſt then be our Fate. 


Now, Popery i is a Scheme the moſt adverſe 
of any other, both to common Senſe and com- 
mon Humanity. For *tis her Maxim to put out 
the Eyes of her Votaries, and to tear out the 
Hearts of all others: tis her Way —— to 
deceive all that ſhe can, and to deſtroy all that 
ſhe cannot deceive. To juſtify my Charge of 
Cruelty, I muſt refer you to the Book of Martyrs, 
the Hiſtory of the - Inquifition, and ſeveral other 
Tracts of the ſame Nature; but the Charge of 
Knavery and Impoſture may eaſily be made 
good, in ſome few Inſtances, conſiſtently with 
my intended Brevity. And I ſhall do it, after I 
have firſt apprized you of the true Origin of this 
deteſtable Corruption of Chriſtianity. - n 


Tov are to know then, that for Reaſons wiſe 
— — God ſuffered the Chriſtian Church to 
be ſeverely 


three firſt — By the end of that Term 
the 8 its Light, and W 
Piety, 


perſecuted by the Pagans, for its 
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| Piety, and Fortitude of its Martyrs, bore down || - 
| all Oppoſition, and the Empire became Chri- 
| tian. When Kings became 25 ning Fathers i 
of the Church, they ran into the other Extreme, 
and almoſt ruined it with an over Fondneſs. 
For, partly by the bodily” Labours of the Monks 
(who planted and cultivated the hen wild, but 
now the moſt valuable Lands of Europe) but 
principally by the - unbounded Liberality of 
Princes and Nobles, the Clergy got poſſeſſed 
of more Wealth than they and, and i 


Men of like Infirmities with otber Men, the 
abuſed their Wealth, grew lazy and ignoran 
Ignorance and Lazineſs begat 82 Vice begat 
Knavery, and Knavery begat Prieſt- craft. Now, 
Prieft-cratt is properly an Impoſition on the 
Laity,' upon a religious Pretence; and Popery 
is nothing more than ſuch an Impoſition. But 
as tiis Cheat could not be effectually carried on 
without the Aid of the- Civil Power, this gave 
Riſe to that firm League and Friendſhip; that 
has cver happily ſubſiſted, between Popery and 
Arbitrary Fower. Tyranny ſupports Popery, 
and Popery returns the Compliment, by main- 
taining and Feen up Tyranny.” 


Hav fooken o the Origin, 1 hal wind 

up all with a Word or two concerning the abo- 

minable Tenets of Popery. Now, Ignorance be- 

ing the High-way to Deluſion, theſe Deceivers 

muſt of courſe encou it all they can, in thoſe 

whom they ſtudy to delude. Firſt of all, there- 
fore, we muſt deliver up our Bibles. Quite 
[Fight 3 for to their Sorrow and Shame they | 
* that of — 
oe 


11 J 


Foe to Popery and Prieſt- craft. They tell you 
in their Defence, that wicked People make an 
ill Uſe of the Scriptures. Very true, none grant 


this more willingly than the Clergy of England;, 


but what then ? Wicked Men do 10 make an ill 
Uſe of the Sun and Moon; but God forbid, 
that thoſe Luminaries ſhould therefore be extin- 


e 


How contrary to he Scriptury,: the main 


Tenets of Popery are, Mite be ſeen in tele few, 
Inſtances. 


1. PrayzRs in an unknown Tongue are con - 


trary, not only to common Senſe but alſo to 
St. Paul's expreſs Words, in 1 Cor. XIV. 


2 Tun Worſhip of Images Rath contradits 
a well known Commandment. + palliate, 
this enormous Sin by the fame Arts — old Hea- 
thens made uſe of, to excuſe e | 


. The Adoration they pay to the Bones of 
Saints and other Relicks, is a Strain of Folly 
beyond Heatheniſm itſelf. They ate belied, + 
the very Tail of the Aſs on which our Saviour 
entered Jeruſalem, be not kiſſed and adored 
among them. But Examples of this Kind off 
Folly are innumerable; —and to thoſe. WhO have 
never travelled - ixcredible. In ſhort, had theſe 
Deceivers ſhewn but half that Regard to the 
Precepis and Examples of the les and Saints, 
that they pretend to pay to their Skulls, Bana, 
od Cloaths, and other Relicks, we and the 
Church of Rome had never been divided. 
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4. Tur invoking and worſhipping of Saints 
and Angels, could never be practited, one would 
think, by any Chriſtians who had ever read 
” (amongſt other Texts) the 8th and gth Wen ol 
the laſt Chapter of the Revelations. 


5. TRANSUBSTANTIATION, or the maintain- 
ing that the Wafer conſecrated by the Prieſt, is 
actually turned into the ſame real identical Body 
of our Lord that hung upon the Croſs, this is 
ſo palpable an Abſurdity, ſo oppoſite both to 
Reaſon and all our Senſes, that tis hard to ſay 
what View they can have in ramming it down 
the People's Throats ; except it be to widen the 
Paſſage, and ſo to qualify them for ſwallowing 
and digeſting any Thing. And yet, if theſe 
People are brought amongſt us, and we ſhould 
offer to diſbelieve all this, we muſt expect they Il 
tell us, as they told our Forefathers in bloody 
Queen Mary's Days, —as your Bodies now fry in 
Smithfield, ſo ſhall your Souls burn in Hell. 


6. PuxGaTORY is well known to be one of 
the ancient Dregs of Heatheniſm ; brought into 
Popery, for the gaintul Trade of prayin 2 * 8 
Souls of it. The Scripture (let — 
hard as they will to fetch it from thence) knows 


nothing of it. ; 


7. Turin refuſing one half of the Comma 
nion to the Laity, is as direct a Breach of our 
Lord's Command, as their preſuming to inſti- 
tute five other new Sacraments. 


8. 
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g. An as to the Infallibility of the Pope,— 
judge of that by the many . _—_— 


different Popes, point blank contrary to | 
other, and yet all of them infall:bly right. We 
may much more reaſonably preſume, that when 


there were three Popes at a Time, (as once there 


were) all of them excommunicating and damn- 


ing one another, they were all tbree * in 
the right. 


9. As to the Pope's excommunicating, curſing, 
and depoſing of Princes, you'll always obſerve, 
that thoſe Chriſtian . and States, that are 
the moſt heartily curſt by the Pope, have ever 
proſpered the beſt, 


Bur to complete the tho of „and 
to ſum all its Abſurdities in one; * the. 
whole me of it be menethin 4 Co- 


trivance to exalt and aggrandize their Churchmen 
beyond all Reaſon and Meaſure,— yet, upon their 
own Principles, tis abſolutely impoſſible for them 
to prove, that there either now ig, or ever was, 
any ſuch thing in their Church as either a Pope, 
Biſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon, or ſo much as any 
one Chriſtian, lawfully baptized. For twas enacted 
by the Council of Trent, (Sefſ. 7. Can. *. * 
the Intention of the Miaiſfer | is 

* make a true Sacrament.* ID 
make Orders a Sacrament, I would aſk — 
who knew the Intention of the Biſhop that or- 


dained the preſent Pope, or any Biſhop, Prieſt, 


or Deacon among them ? Confequenaty, who 
among them can prove himſelf a real, true, and 


legal 


à⁊ more durable Nature: But the further I go into 


[wel] 

= legal Pope, Biſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon, or even 
2 Chriſtian, properly aptiged So that you ſee 

the Suporſtructure of Popery ſtands upon a Foun- 

- datiohewelt worthy of the Edifice. Believe me, 

the true Church of God is built upon a Rock of 


- this Subject, the wider the Prof] apes, and 
IS Ire: cons: * 


Curl zun, I have thought | it proper at b this 
juncture, to be at the Trouble of circulating 
this Letter among you, in order to give you a 
ſhort Sketch of the Religion and Politics, which 
the Rebels in the North are a fighting for. You 
will naturally aſk, what are WE to de? I anſwer ; 
In the firſt Place let each of -us-repent of - thoſe 
Sins, that have provoked God to —ů— us 
wirh this ſote Calamity. Next, let us all, both 
in publie and in private, beg of God to 
bleſs the Means made Ulſe of for our Defence: 
But of theſe Points, more from the Pulpit. 
Laſtly, let us exert our own | Endeaveurs 
10 ſtop the growing Evil. e of this Pariſh 
are pariy of middling, but generally of lower 
Life 3 yet all may do ſometting. Let us then 
agree to ſtrengthen the King's Hands as far as we 
can, by a County Afſoctation, if our Superiors 
ſhould advite-it.; as probably they will, if the 
Danger increaſes. It it be neceſſary to open our 
Purſcs, let us do it chearfully, and according to 
our reſpective Abilities; ncver ſcrupling to part 
with a little, to ſavc our all. When the Empire 
of the Greek Chriſtians was overun by the Turks, 
the People were ſo infatuated, that they would 
ax waned no Supplies to the Emperor cach 


Man 


| | | 3 

( * | | : 2 4 "A 

Man thinking that *twas reaſonable that erer —_ 
one ſhould lend a Hand to ſupport the ſta e 
except himſelf. The conſequence was, 
the Turks broke in, and devoured them all. | 
Laſtly, if Things come to that paſs, that we muſtt 
hazard our Lives in Defence of our Country, - = 
let us then remember, that he muſt be but 1k 
baſe-born ye jeu who deſires to ſurvive the - 
Happineſs of his Country but an Hour. „ 


E e eee 


Ian, - 
GENTLEMEN, | 8 2 
| Your Faithful Paſtor, | 
St. Paul's Deptford. 


Oct. 1. 1745. and Obedient Humble Servant, 
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